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The viola d'amore, a stringed instrument developed in the 17th century, 
is one of three instruments that Gordon B. Childs will play in a sonata re­
cital Sunday (July 9) at 8:15 p.m. in the University of Montana Recital Hall.
Assisted by pianist William Simmons, a graduate assistant in music, the 
recitalist will perform sonatas for viola d'amore and piano by Paul Hindemith 
and Attilio Ariosti, John Verrall's Sonata No. 2 for viola and piano, and 
Brahms’ Sonata No. 1, Op. 78, for violin and piano. The program is open to 
the public without charge.
For the past academic year Childs has been working toward a doctorate at 
the University, on leave from his post as associate professor of music at Adams 
State College, Alimosa, Colo. He is conductor of the Adams State College Sym­
phony, violinist with the ASC faculty trio, and founder-conductor of the Valley 
Youth Orchestra. He has played viola professionally with the Intermountain 
Little Symphony.
Childs will conduct the orchestra of the Montana High School Fine Arts 
Camp, which will be in session on the UM campus July 23 through Aug. I4.
A former assistant professor in the UM Music Department, he has been a 
member of the Montana String Quartet, concertmaster of the Missoula Symphony, 
and conductor of the Helena Symphony and of the Missoula County High School 
Orchestra.
(more)
Childs gives frequent lecture-recitals throughout the West on the viola 
d ’amore, an offshoot of the viol family of bowed instruments which were the 
direct ancestors of the violin family. The unusual instrument has a set of 
seven strings played by bow and, directly beneath this set, a second set of 
seven small wire strings which vibrate sympathetically when the top strings 
are bowed. The instrument has a curved peg box which is traditionally sur­
mounted by a carved head representing Amor, the god of love.
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